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Romayne Wheeler was born in 1942 in St. Helena, California, pianist,
composer, poet and painter. His first musical influences came from Latin
America, where he learned how deeply music is rooted in nature.

After finishing high school in Monterey Bay, California, he dedicated
himself wholeheartedly to his professional studies in Salzburg and Vienna,
Austria. In 1968 he graduated as a composer in the "Wiener
Musikhochschule" (Vienna University of Music) and as a conanist in
1972, in the "Konservatorium der Stadt Wien" (Vienna Conservatory of
Music).

Now Romayne is celebrating 42 years of lengthy annual tours and only
returns to his adopted homeland in the Sierra Tarahumara to rehearse,
compose, write and paint s place of refuge: The Eagle's Nest, or "Rosora
a jué" in the Raramuri language of the Tarahumara Indians. After travelling
through 51 countries, he has fallen in love with the beauty and vastness of the
Copper Canyon, the kind and serene manner of #tehumara natives and
their inherent love for music.



Since 1968, Romayne has performed as a pianist and composer in
Europe, Canada, USA, Mexico, the Near East, China, Thailand, Nepal,
Taiwan and Japan.

As a composer he was determined to discover theate relationship
between the natural world and the spiritual realm of the soul.

As a musicologist he followed this goal while studying the hidden
meaning in the Kachina Dances of the Hopi Indians, who live near the Grand
Canyon in Arizona.

While his wok continued to grow following these parameters,
Romayne got to know the indigenous Tarahumara (Raramuri) who live in and
around the area of the Copper Canyon and Batopilas Canyon in Western
Chihuahua, Mexico.

He was welcomed by a nucleus of native familiethe community of
"Munérachi,” who adopted him as one of their own. During the first twelve
years (19801992) he came as an annual visitor from Vienna to write and
study their music. He lived for over two months each year in a cave near the
high rim ofthe Munérachi Canyon. Here he stayed with his adopted Raramuri
family, always accompanied by a throng of curious and hungry children.
From Vienna, he brought with him one of the first sampled piano keyboards,
with the acoustic sound of a Steinway grarahpirecorded note by note into
the keyboard. It became known as "the solar piano” because the sound was
amplified via the energy from solar panels. The sound of the piano filled the
canyon and turned Romayne into a tourist attraction for the Tarahumara.
They loved the crystal clear sound of the piano and would say: "play the
<pianchi> so that it will rain!"

The assimilation of another way of living and thinking led Romayne to
take the crucial decision of leaving behind much of the modern world, with all
of its advantages (and all of its traps) as well as its advances (and its
pressures) and in 1992 he settled permanently with his Steinway concert
grand piano in the high, rare and fascinating world of the Tarahumara. It
became more interesting for him thaawelling to a distant planet, because
here he could draw near to the origins of mankind, where the person of most
value is the one who contributes most to other's wellbeing.

Thus, Romayne became part of a community, which in the beginning
was entirely uncanected to his childhood, but now has become an integral



part of his world, his way of seeing things, their way of thinking, interpreting
and sharing music.

Since 1992, Romayne has been raising funds through his concerts, not
only for his subsistence, balso to alleviate famine during the times of
draught. His community (Munérachi) includes over 380 families, scattered in
the highlands and in the depths of the canyons; some are even deeper than the
Grand Canyon in Arizona. For fifteen years (19880) Ronayne spent 3/4
of his income to help support the clinic "St. Teresita" in the town of Creel, in
the high Tarahumara countiiywhose focus is mainly on the health care of
Tarahumara Children.

From the year 2000 on he has changed his emphasis to the taath
of his community and to providing scholarships for children who desire to
study beyond primary school. Thus many have been able to develop their
potential, primarily becoming teachers and nurses in their own environment.
One of his best known studeid his first pupil and godson, Romeyno
Gutiérrez Lund son of his neighbor Juanito, who is also a gifted violinist.
Romeyno is now a student in the Chihuahua Conservatory and is an up and
coming composer and pianist, having performed in various venubs i
United States and Mexico.

The Eagle's Nest is where Romayne desires to stay as long as God allows him
to live; composing, exploring new repertoire, writing, painting and sharing
life with his large extended family.
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Dr. Eri frequently appears in recitals as well as a soloist with orchestras such as the
Osaka Mozart Ensemble, the Nusantara Symphony Orchestra, the Budapest Chamber
- Suhl Philharmonie, and the Thaild Philharmonic

Concerto with Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra in May 2009. She has been guest
performer at the University of Northern Colorado, Bruckner Conservatory in Linz, and


mailto:frenk@mahidol.ac.th

Boesendorfer Saal in Vienna. In 2006 she was invited to give a recital and a
masterclass at Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, National University of
Singapore. In May 2009 she was a guest performer in the 1st Bangkok Piano Pedagogy
Symposium.

As a chambemusician and collaborative pianist Dr. Eri enjoys working with other
members of the faculty of the College of Music at Mahidol, as well as groups such as
the Bangkok Symphony Orchestra Woodwind Quintet, the University of Northern
Colorado Woodwind Quinteind many distinguished soloists such as Daniel Perantoni,

also performed as a member of Ensemble Europa in Thailand, Philippines and Japan.

Eri Nakagawa graduated from Osaka KgwlUniversity and continued with her

Master's and Doctor's degree from Ball State University, USA. Among her teachers
are Koji Tanaka, late Naoyuki Inoue, Mitchell Andrews ama $ebastiani.

Currently, Dr. Eri is Assistant Professor at College of Music, Mahidol University. Her
students have been prizewinners in national and international competitions. She
frequently gives masterclasses and serves as adjudicator in national arternational
piano competitions. In July 2009 she was invited to teach and perform in the summer

adjudicator in the 2nd International Piano Festival by People with Disabditre
Vancouver, Canada. Dr. Eri is also the Thailand secretariat of Osaka International
Music Competition and has served as juror in the competition since 2004.
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Now Rivers, 68 and Abe (pronounced Ah-Bay), 75, have partnered with the City
College of New York, Community Works, The Greater Harlem Chamber of
Commerce, the Harlem Arts Alliance, the Dwyer Cultural Center, Assemblyman
Keith Wright and International Artists for Peace to host "Harlem For Japan; A
Benefit Concert" to aid recovery efforts following the devastating March 11
earthquake and tsunami.

The April 19 concert at Aaron Davis Hall, 133rd St. and Convent Ave., a
Tuesday night, will feature more than 25 acts, including Chuck Jackson, Yuchiro
Oda, Yuko Darjeeling, Keith Gamble, Solomon Hicks, Obediah Wright and the
Balance Dance Company, the Soh Daiko Japanese Taiko Drummers and the
National Jazz Museum in Harlem's All Star Band.

The suggested donation is $25, but any amount will be accepted, Rivers said.
Abe visited his homeland last week but did not try to visit the affected area.

"The roads are impassable,” he said. "Even if you could find gas and someone to
drive you in, it was not certain you could get out."



Both men said the benefit was a means to give back to the country which has so
shaped their professional careers.

In 1986, Rivers was a partner with former Manhattan Borough President and
Apollo Theater developer Percy Sutton in Apollo Theater Artist Management.

It was his job to scout potential clients at the Wednesday Amateur Night
competitions.

Abe was an executive with the Uniworld advertising agency, who also escorted
Japanese tourists to sites and events around the city, including to the Apollo.

"We started having conversations because | would be standing at the back of the
Apollo and so would he," Rivers said. "Through that Wednesday relationship we
formed a friendship. But little did | know it would become a partnership."
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Yoko Kitano

She graduated from Kobe College. She studied piano with Prof. Yasuko Yamada and Prof
Mie Seiler.

After graduation, she taught at the music school in affiliation with Soai University,
Osaka Christian College and Osaka University of Arts. Now she teaches at Osaka Shoin
Women® University.

Yoko Kitano studied with Prof. Panhofer in Vienna and Prof. Schufter in Salzburg.
She also completed the summer academy by Jorg Demus and acquired her diploma, and
has had piano concerto concerts, solo recitals and joint recitals in Salzburg, Tokyo
and Osaka so far.

Yoko Kitano launched the OSAKA International Music Competition in March 2000. She
has taken the position of Chief Executive of OSAKA International Music Competition
and Executive Director of OSAKA International Music Promotion Society. The competition
marked its 12th season this year.

She is a member of the jury in several music competitions in Europe, Asia and Japan.
She also is a member of the Japan Federation of Musicians.
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President - Leschetizky Society of Japan

Piano Professor - Musashino Academy of Music
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Professor of Piano - Toho College of Music

FHE

Staadtliche Hochschule fuer Musik, Saarbruecken
Vicctoria University, Wellington

Janos Cegledy & A DREFE

President

Leschetizky Society of Japan

1991 - Present (20 years)



Educational non-profit organization to assist young musicians and advanced students to aspire to high standards.
Regular bi-monthly musical meetings, masterclasses and salon concerts of any music involving piano.
Piano Professor

Musashino Academy of Music

April 1983 - Present (28 years 8 months)
One of theleading Music Schools of Japan

Professor of Piano
Toho College of Music

1968 - 2003 (35 years)

Advanced music educational university in Tokyo

Janos Cegledy & A D=

Staadtliche Hochschule fuer Musik, Saarbruecken

Piano in Prof. Andor Foldes' Masterclass

1960 - 1963
DAAD Stipendium
Vicctoria University, Wellington

B.A., Musdic, Philosophy

1957 - 1960



